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Attracting  wildlife 


Attracting  Wildlife:  Sources  of  Assistance 


Everyone  loves  to  see 
wildlife,  and  what  better 
place  to  observe  wild  birds 
and  mammals  than  in  your 
own  backyard f Regardless  of 
the  size  of  your  property,  you 
can  provide  food,  water,  and 
shelter  for  a variety  of  spe- 
cies. You  might  decide  to 
transform  all  or  part  of  your 
lawn  into  a colorful  meadow 
or  wlldflower  garden  for 
butterflies,  bees,  and  birds. 
You  might  also  decide  to 
create  a woodland  garden 
with  islands  of  native  shrubs 
and  trees  to  provide  cover  for 
rabbits  and  nest  sites  for  a 
variety  of  birds.  With  a little 
knowledge  and  effort,  you 
can  help  restore  native 
habitat  for  many  species  of 
wildlife. 

This  fact  sheet  provides  an 
annotated  list  of  books  about 
landscaping  with  the  needs  of 
wildlife  in  mind.  It  also 
includes  lists  of  bird-feeding 
guides,  guides  to  building 
houses  for  birds  and  mam- 
mals, and  organizations  and 
agencies  that  can  provide 
additional  information.  Be 
creative  and  enjoy  develop- 
ing your  own  private  wildlife 
sanctuary! 


Landscaping  for  Wildlife 

Adams,  George.  BiRDSCAPiNG  YouR 
Garden.  Emmaus,  PA:  Rodale  Press, 

1994.  This  book  contains  life  history 
information  about  64  bird  species 
commonly  found  in  the  United  States. 
The  author  also  describes  plants  that 
provide  food,  shelter,  and  nesting  sites  for 
native  birds. 

Daniels,  Stevie.  The  Wild  Lawn 
H.andbook:  Alternatives  to  the  Tradd 
TiONAL  Front  Lawn.  New  York: 
Macmillan,  1995.  This  hook  provides 
instruction  on  how  to  transform  a 
turfgrass  lawn  into  gardens  of  grasses, 
w’ildtlowers,  and  other  native  plants.  It 
also  includes  instructions  for  installing 
and  maintaining  a wild  lawn,  as  well  as 
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suggestions  for  creating  meadows,  moss 
lawns,  and  woodland  or  tront-yard 
gardens. 

Hassinger,  Jerry,  et  al.  WOODL.VNDS  AND 
Wildlife.  University  Park,  PA:  College  of 
Agricultural  Sciences,  The  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  1979.  This  hook  will 
help  landowners  make  their  property 
more  attractive  to  wildlife.  It  goes  beyond 
the  backyard  and  contains  information 
about  establishing,  maintaining,  and 
improving  farms  and  woodlands  for 
wildlife.  Available  from  the  Publications 
Distribution  Center,  112  Agricultural 
Administration  Building,  University 
Park,  PA  16802.  Telephone:  (814)  865- 
6713. 
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1 lenderson,  Carrol.  L.VNDSCAPiNG  FOR 
Wildlife.  St.  Paul,  MN:  Minnesota 
Department  of  Natural  Resources,  1987. 
This  hook,  one  of  the  best  available  on 
landscaping  for  wildlife,  includes  chapters 
on  how  to  landscape  yards,  farmlands, 
and  woodlands.  The  appendices  group 
plants  according  to  both  their  wildlife 
value  and  their  landscape  value. 
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Although  this  hook  was  written  for 
residents  of  the  upper  midwest,  many  of 
the  plants  mentioned  also  can  he  found 
in  the  northeast.  Available  from  the 
Minnesota  Document  Division,  1 17 
University  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  MN  55155. 
Telephone:  (800)  657U757. 

Kress,  Stephen.  The  Bird  Garden.  New 
York;  Dorling  Kindersley,  1995.  This 
National  Auduhon  Society  hook  is  a 
regional  guide  to  garden  birds  and  the 
plants  that  attract  them.  It  describes  over 
300  shrub  and  tree  species,  gives  instruc- 
tions  for  planting  them,  and  indicates 
which  bird  species  might  use  them  for 
food  and  cover.  The  hook  also  includes 
plans  for  building  nest  boxes,  feeders,  dust 
baths,  and  water  sources. 

Schneck,  Marcus.  CREATING  A HliM' 
MiNGBiRD  Garden.  New  York:  Simon  and 
Schuster,  1995.  This  hook  includes 
information  about  gardening  for  huni' 
minghirds  in  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall, 
as  well  as  facts  about  the  lives  and  habits 
of  hummingbirds.  Garden  plans  and  tips 
on  providing  food  and  water  for  hum- 
mingbirds also  are  included. 

Snetsinger,  Robert.  Butterfly  Times. 
University  Park,  PA:  The  Pennsylvania 
State  University.  In  this  free  quarterly 
publication.  Dr.  Snetsinger  provides  a 
wealth  of  information  about  butterflies, 
and  includes  places  to  visit  as  well  as 
announcements  of  upcoming  butterfly 
field  trips,  workshops  and  short  courses. 
Available  from  the  Department  of 
Entomology,  501  Agricultural  Sciences 
and  Industries  Building,  University  Park, 
PA  16802.  Telephone:  (814)  863-2866. 

Stokes,  Donald  and  Lillian.  The 
Hummingbird  Book:  The  Complete  Guide 
TO  Attracting,  Identifying,  and  Enjoy- 
ing Hummingbirds.  New  York:  Little, 
Brown,  and  Company,  1989.  This  hook 
contains  information  about  attracting 
hummingbirds  through  gardening  and  the 
use  of  feeders.  General  information  about 
hummingbirds  is  also  provided. 


j Tufts,  Craig,  and  Peter  Loewer.  The 
National  Wildlife  Federation’s  Guide 
TO  Gardening  for  Wildlife.  Emmaus, 

PA:  Rodale  Press,  1995.  This  is  an 
excellent,  beautifully  illustrated  guide  to 
creating  backyard  habitat  for  birds, 
butterflies  and  other  wildlife.  It  provides 
instructions  for  creating  woodland, 
meadow,  and  water  gardens,  and  even 
includes  information  about  gardening  for 
nocturnal  wildlife.  Available  from  the 
National  Wildlife  Federation,  8925 
Leesburg  Pike,  Vienna,  VA  22184-0001. 
Telephone:  (800)  477-5560. 

Wilson,  James.  Landscaping  with 
WiLDFLOWERS:  An  ENVIRONMENTAL 
Approach  to  Gardening.  Boston: 
Houghton  Mifflin,  1992.  A comprehen- 
sive guide  to  planting  native  wildflowers, 
this  hook  covers  everything  from  creating 
a spring  garden  in  the  woods  to  planting 
in  meadows  or  in  damp  or  wet  areas.  It 
also  contains  information  about  attract- 
ing butterflies  and  birds.  Regional  plant 
lists  and  mail-order  wildflower  seed  and 
plant  sources  are  included. 

Xerces  Society.  Butterfly  Gardening: 

I Creating  Summer  Magic  in  Your 
I Garden.  San  Francisco:  Sierra  Club 
i Books,  1990.  This  hocYk  teaches  how  to 
design  and  plant  gardens  to  attract 
butterflies.  It  includes  a listing  of  the 
most  familiar  North  American  butterflies 
I and  moths  and  their  nectar  and  larval 
I food  plants,  as  well  as  descriptions  of 
I their  life  cycles. 
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Bird  Feeding 


Dennis,  John.  A COMPLETE  Guide  to 
! Bird  Feeding  Revised.  New  York:  Alfred 
A.  Knopf,  1994.  This  is  a thorough  guide 
to  all  aspects  of  bird  feeding. 

Dennis,  John.  Summer  Bird  Feeding. 
Northbrook,  IL:  The  Audubon  Work- 
shops, Inc.,  1988.  This  book  contains 
information  about  providing  food  and 
water  for  birds  in  the  summer,  as  well  as 
backyard  habitat  enhancement  ideas  and 
a description  of  birds  commonly  found  at 
I feeders  during  the  summer. 

Henderson,  Carrol.  Wild  About  Birds. 
St,  Paul,  MN:  Minnesota  Department  of 
Natural  Resources,  1995.  A comprehen- 
sive guide  to  bird  feeding,  this  book 
provides  life  history  information  about 
birds  that  visit  feeders.  Includes  over  four 
dozen  bird  feeder  designs  and  information 
about  different  types  of  bird  feed.  A 
special  section  provides  tips  on  prevent- 
ing problem  animals  from  raiding  your 
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feeders.  Available  from  the  Minnesota 
Document  Division,  117  University 
Avenue,  St.  Paul,  MN  55155.  Telephone: 
(800) 657-3757. 


Houses  for  Mammals 
and  Birds 

■ Henderson,  Carrol  (Modified  for 
Pennsylvania  by  Jerry  Hassinger). 
Woodworking  for  Wildlife.  Harrisburg, 
PA:  PennsyK'ania  Game  Commission, 


Bird  feeder  and  squirrel 


1988.  This  is  a complete  guide  to  design- 
ing and  building  houses  and  nest  plat- 
forms for  birds  and  mammals.  Available 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commis- 
sion, Dept.  AR,  2001  Elmerton  Ave., 
Harrisburg,  PA  17110-9797.  Telephone: 
(717)  787-4250. 

_ Williams- Whitmer,  Lisa,  and  Margaret 
Brittingham.  A Homeowner’s  Guide  to 
Northeastern  B.vts  and  B.at  Problems. 
University  Park,  PA:  College  of  Agricul- 
tural Sciences,  The  Pennsylvania  State 
University,  1995.  This  publication 
provides  information  about  the  benefits 
and  life  history  of  bats,  as  well  as  ideas  for 
hatproofing  your  house.  It  also  includes 
bat  box  construction  plans  and  informa- 
tion about  attracting  bats  with  bat 
boxes.  Available  from  the  Publica- 
tions Distribution  Center,  1 12 
Agricultural  Administration 
Building,  University  Park,  PA 
16802.  Telephone:  (814)  865- 
6713. 


Agencies  and 
Organizations  with 
Additional  Information 

Bird-Watcher’s  Digest.  P.O.  Box  110, 
Marietta,  OH  45750.  Telephone:  (800) 
879-2473.  Bird-Watcher’s  Digest  is  pub- 
lished bimonthly  and  contains  informa- 
tion about  birds  that  visit  your  feeder, 
yard,  and  garden.  Bird-Watcher’s  Digest 
also  has  published  numerous  booklets, 
including  Backyard  Birds,  Enjoying  Bird 
Feeding  More , Enjoying  Purple  Martins 
More,  Enjoying  Bluebirds  More,  Enjoying 
Hummingbirds  More,  and  Bird  Photography 
Basics. 

The  National  Wildlife  Federation. 
Backyard  Habitat  Program,  8925 
Leesburg  Pike,  Vienna,  VA  22184-0001. 
The  National  Wildlife  Federation  began 
its  Backyard  Wildlife  Habitat  Program  to 
acknowledge  the  efforts  of  individuals 
who  garden  for  wildlife.  Homeowners  can 
order  an  information  packet  including  a 
program  application,  a booklet  on 
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planning  and  planting  a habitat,  and  The 
Backyard  Naturalist,  a book  about  one 
person’s  experiences  and  efforts  in 
attracting  wildlife  to  his  yard.  Order  bv 
calling  (800)  432-6564  and  requesting 
item  1^79946.  You  also  can  apply  for  an 
official  certificate  deeming  your  property 
a Backyard  Wildlife  Habitat. 

North  American  Bluebird  Society. 

P.O.  Box  6295,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20906. 
Telephone:  (301)  384-2798.  This  is  a 
nonprofit  organization  dedicated  to 
increasing  the  populations  of  the  three 
species  of  bluebirds  on  this  continent  and 
to  educating  the  public  about  the 
importance  of  preserving  bluebirds  in 
their  native  environment.  The  society’s 
publication  is  Sialia. 

Penn  State  Coober.atix-e  Extension. 
Contact  your  local  county  extension 
office  for  additional  information  about 
landscaping  for  wildlife,  bird  feeding, 
houses  for  birds  and  mammals,  and 
sources  of  assistance.  To  obtain  the 
address  or  telephone  number  of  your  local 


office,  contact  Penn  State’s  Regional 
Directors  of  Cooperative  Extension  and 
Outreach  at  (814)  863-3439. 

Pennsylvania  Game  Commission. 
Department  AR,  2001  Elmerton  Ave., 
Harrisburg,  PA  171  10-9797.  Telephone: 
(717)  787-3633.  Wildlife  Notes  is  a series 
of  38  pamphlets,  each  describing  the 
habits  and  habitats  of  a particular  wildlife 
species.  Nesting  Boxes,  Feeding  Stations, 
Bird  Houses,  Wildlife  Shelters,  and  Hoiv  to 
Build  Them  provides  ideas  tor  enhancing 
food  and  cover  for  wildlife.  Landowners 
who  want  to  attract  more  wildlife  to  their 
land  can  purchase  seeds  from  the  game 
commission  for  planting  wildlife  food 
plots.  More  than  30  species  of  trees  and 
shrubs  favored  by  wildlife,  as  well  as 
additional  information  and  publications, 
also  are  available  from  the  game  commis- 
sion. 

Purple  Martin  Conservation  Associa- 
tion. Edinhoro  University  of  Pennsylva- 


nia, Edinhoro,  PA  16444-  Telephone: 
(814)  734-4420.  An  international 
nonprofit  organization  dedicated  to  the 
conservation  of  the  purple  martin 
through  scientific  research,  state-of-the- 
art  wildlife  management  techniques,  and 
public  education.  Their  publication  is  the 
Purple  Martin  Update. 

Wild  Resource  Conservation  Fund. 
The  Wild  Resource  Conservation  Fund 
has  a number  of  videos,  publications,  and 
posters  available  about  Pennsylvania 
wildlife.  Proceeds  from  all  sales  support 
research,  management,  and  education 
associated  with  Pennsylvania’s  native 
plants  and  wildlife.  To  find  out  more 
about  the  Wild  Resource  Conservation 
Fund,  write  to:  Wild  Resource  Conserva- 
tion Fund,  P.O.  Box  8764,  Harrisburg,  PA 
17105-8764. 
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Penn  State  College  of  Agricultural  Sciences  research,  extension,  and  resident  education  programs  are 
funded  in  part  hy  Pennsylvania  counties,  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

This  publication  is  available  from  the  Publications  Distribution  Center,  The  Pennsylvania  State  Univer- 
sity, 1 12  Agricultural  Administration  Building,  University  Park,  PA  16802.  For  information  telephone 
(814)  865-6713. 

Where  trade  names  appear,  no  discrimination  is  intended,  and  no  endorsement  by  Penn  State  Cooperative 
Extension  is  implied. 
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The  Pennsylvania  State  University  is  committed  to  the  policy  that  all  persons  shall  have  equal  access  to 
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